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Name:

Paul W. Hamann

Race:

Caucasian

Address:
4711 N. Ravenswood, Chicago, IL
60640-4407

Gender:

Male

Phone:

773-506-6012

Email:

Paul@thenightministry.org

Agency:

The Night Ministry

Please check the box(es) next to the committee(s) the nominee is being nominated for:
The Chicago CoC Charter Implementation
The Chicago CoC Membership Committee
The Chicago CoC Charter Collaborative Applicant Committee
Please briefly describe the nominee’s level of participation with the Chicago Alliance to End
Homelessness (i.e., Board of Directors, SPC Executive Committees and Constituency
Groups), the Chicago Planning Council on Homelessness, and/or other work and experience
related to homelessness that makes the nominee qualified to be a representative to the
committee(s) checked above.
Paul has been involved with the provision of services to the homeless from the onset of his
professional career, first as a social worker in a youth shelter in San Francisco, followed by
the same position in a 250 bed adult shelter. As Paul's career has progressed toward
administrative and executive roles, he has also worked to ensure that providers who are on
the front line of service have the tools they need to effectively do their work and to make a
positive impact. Since assuming the role of President & CEO at The Night Ministry, the
agency has increased by 200% the number of beds it has available to homeless, developed
The Crib as a city-wide model for working with 18 - 24 year olds who are homeless, and has
become a leader in the use of electronic medical records in a mobile setting.
Although staff from The Night Ministry have largely attended Alliance-related meetings, they
have consulted with Paul on their work with the Alliance. On a national level, Paul sits on the
Board of Directors for the National Network for Youth (NN4Y), which is spearheading the
reauthorization of the Runaway and Homeless Youth Act in Congress. Paul is also working
with the National Alliance to End Homelessness and the NN4Y to address the inequities of the
CoC process as they impact homeless youth and has been involved in educating national
leaders at HUD and HHS on matters of youth homelessness. In 2012, Paul was honored by
The White House as a Champion of Change in the Fight Against Youth Homelessness. That
same year, he was one of four leaders from around the country invited to privately meet with
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the Secretary of Health and Human Services. That meeting resulted in a brief paper that
outlined recommendations on how HUD and HHS policies can be more compatable with one
another in order to increase outcomes for homeless youth. Paul is also the homeless youth
representative appointed by the Director of DCFS to sit on the Illinois Children's Justice Task
Force, a citizen review panel that monitors the activities of DCFS and makes policiy
recommendations to it.
Paul firmly believes that the Chicago Alliance is in need of additional voices who advocate for
the needs of homeless youth in a system that is fundamtentally skewed toward adult models
of homelessness. Paul is a "systems" type of person who likes to analyze systems in order to
understand how they can be improved or more effectively implemented. The current Alliance
charter is an ambitious and complex one. Yet, it is rife with questions and assumptions that
are not yet fully understood. Through service on the Implementation Committee, Paul would
use his years of experience working with and in support of the homeless community, and his
success as an executive level leader to work with committee members to better understand
these assumptions and challenges, so that the charter can be implemented in an effective
manner.

